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Inggeply please quote (Chinf Gloek) 55 o llo) e
'‘No. ATUC/J3 /12D, bbb 3 oy o <A <0 |
Ref. No. _‘QM_/ /12D (JU‘ ke Sl o , 1 0 J”. { 1(:‘17 c_") #
ArAB TRADE UNION C ERUSALEM
P.O. Box , 4029 ~ IN PALESTINE (5‘7/{7"1([9 LY :.Uodo
Telephone | 2554 (MEM. WORLD FEDERATION) == Pl T
JERUSALEM (OF TRADE UNIONS) AL
BRANCH e MEMORANDUM o

The %/ July, 1947,

//Chief Secretary,
Government of Palestine,
Jerusalen.

cc: Central Committee, ATUC, Jaffa.

L e

SUBJECT: - Municipal Workers - Municipal Corporation of
HEeDbDXLo A

I have the honour to draw your kind attention to the fact
that, by the end of last year, the workers employed by the zbove men-
tioned Municipal Corporation were fully organised within the ranks of
this Congress. It was obvious that we immediately submitted to His
Worship, the Mayor of Hebron, our demands for the betterment of the
conditions of employment under which those werkers were employed, and
which could really be taken as the worst in the Country.

2 After the very great lot of corresponience exchanged between |
His Worship and this Congress, and aftér the numerous meetings held at
the Hebron City Offices in the presence of the Assistant District Com-
missioner at ffebron, we were able, at last, to come to an agreement

on most of our demands, as was very clearly stated in the Mayor's letter
to us, No. 24/1. of 16.3.47., copy to ADC, Hebron.

. Yet, inspite of the fact that our demands were ones which
would merely rgise a2 bit the standard of living of those workers, and
the fact that Were absolutely uncompareable with those conditions of
enployment prevailing in other Municipal establishments, and inspite
of the fact that we reached en agreement 6n same, still, the Municipal
Corporation, with, of caorse, the approval of the ADC, decided to do
away with Municipal sanitation by referring the whole Municipal sca-
venging to & private contractor, without guaranteeing that he would
employ the same workers nor that he would employ them under the con-
ditions of employment agreed upon by both of us.

4. The result was that the seventeen workers who served the
Municipal Corporation for a very long period of time,- actually since
there was a Municipal Corporation in Hebron, were so horribly sacked
without any leaving indemnity whatsoever being paid to them. Their
discharge, we understand, was thus affected beczuse of the very great
offence they committed by demanding a betterment in their conditions
of employment.!

s I wrote to the Mayor, and it was in vain. I wrote to the
Assistant District Commissioner at Hebron, but it also proved in vain.
I had at the end to take it up with the Jerusslem District Commissioner
© whom I applied for & meeting to discuss this situation. I wrote him

OJ three letters, the last of which I am herewith enclosing a copy ofy but
even that also proved to be a fruitless trial.
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6. I am now referring the whole case to you on the hope that

you will kiddly help us to come to a solution of thés case. The only
way to do so, in my opinion, is that the sanitation contract in ques-
tion be immediately cancelled, workers concerned to be automatically
re-employed directly by the Corporation and a final agreement to be
immediately reached between the Corporation concerned and this Congress,
containing the new conditions of employment under which the workers

will be re-employed.

7 [ am sure you realise that if more time than what has al-

ready passed will elapse on this case, the seventeen workers concerned
together with all their dependants will have no other alternative but

to starve. I do trust, therefore, that you will kindly take action

to this effect without the slightest hesitation.

[ remain,Sir, »
faithfully yours,

1. Shewriyeh o
Y SECRETARY.

e XL 4

..
THS /W. DEPU

Encl. 1.
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‘ JERUSALEM .
|
(

L\I

5/1167/1
;., ':7 July. 1 9&70

8ir,

With reference to your
letter No., ATUC/J/2b/HM dated 23rd
June, 1947, snd previous correspondence
concerning certein persons formally
in the employ of the Municipal Com-
mission of Hebron, I regret that I
sm not prepsred to intervene in s
metter which lies within the competence
of the Municipel Commission.

2e In the circumstances, no resson
is seen for scceding to your request
for sn interview.

I heve the honour to be,
8ir,
Your obedient servant,

_ gﬁA_<A.C;f3u\{w¢dL
(_DISTRICT COMMISSIONER.

The Secretary,
Arsd Trsde Union Congress,

Jerusslem, L/,////
Copy to:- The Honoursble,

The Chief Secretary, (for information
; only, with copy of the letter
under reply.)

Asaistgnt Bistrict Commiseioner,
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ARAB TRADE UNION CONGRESS,

ATUC/J/3b/HM. P.0.BOX 4029,
JERUSALEM.

TOP URGENT

23rd June, 1947.

District Commissioner,
Jerusglem District,
Jerusslem,

Subject:~ Municipsl Corporstion of Hebron,

I revert to my two letters of even number deted
the 3rd snd 29th Msy, 1947, to both of which no reply
was received by me, and I sm sbsolutely st a loss to see
how corresponddnce with s District Commissioner could

be inassmuch neglected,

2e As far ss I could gather from frequent telephone
conversations with responsible Officers of your Department,
the delsy in snswering my correspondence is due to the

fact that you sre still gweiting informstion from your
Assistant st Hebron,

e I would like, in reply to this, to draw your
attention to the fact that the whole problem needs no
information whstsoever., In plain words, it is s very simgple
case of the Municipsl Corporstion of Hebron employing a
number of workers who were engaged since the Corporstion
was established snd were kept in employment until such

@ time when they orgsnised themselves within the ranks of
this Congress, snd, thus, demsnded new econditions of

employment,

Le The Corporation did not, of course, like this sct
from their psrt end, therefore, to get rid of them, the
Mayor decided to do swey with Municipsl sesnitation and
referred the whole affair to 8 privete contrector to do
the Municipel scavenging,

De This is the whole csse, which - end I hope you will
see the same with me - needs no deep investigation nor

thorough informstion,

6. In view of the sbove, I shsll be glsd if you will
kindly srrenge for the meeting spplied for in my previous
correspondence; or else, if there is no possibility of
discussing this problem with you, it will be spprecisted if
you will kindlﬁ say 80, in order to ensble me to reéfer the
whole casse to higher suthority.

I remgin, Sir,
faithfully yours,

(Sgd. ) W.He. Sbawriych
DEPUTY SECRETARY.
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T/1AR/22/47
/) 0’\112,'; 1“&70

Gonhlemen,

I am directed to
pafer to your letter ATUC/J/12b of
the 9th July 1947 regarding the
tamiersal of workers by the Muniel-
pal Qorsorasion of Hebron and to
infora you thet Gove,mment is not.
proparad to intervene ia the matter.

I am,
(Gentlewen,
Your obedient servant.

for CHIEF AECR'TARY.

Ared Trade Union Congregs;
I’.() .B. 'LC’29 ’
Jerusalen.
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The /¥ July,
Chief Secretary,
2 Government of Palestine,
Jerussal em. i
£
CO3 yentral Committee
ATUC, JATFA.

2 G LR S

SUBJECT: unicipal Workers - Municipal Corp

£ ’ 1

I revert to myletter to you of even number
( Jth. instant, and am encl 7.:1'1_7 herewith copy of letter
//5/110/1. dated the 10th. instant, which have Jju
trict Commissioner, Jerusalem.

\\(Q from the Dis

AT‘/LI_
.:nc1 .“l-

Hebron.

I rei al.,,‘;‘.,
ait "1\11 ly yours,
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ARAB TRADE UNION CONGRES$: ., ..

IN PALESTINE

( MEM WORLD FEDERATION) U':"”
JERUSALEM OF TRADE UNIONS

BRANCH —et .
The /7/ July, 1947.

TEL. 2554

/,Chief Secretary,
Government of Palestine,
Jerusalen.,.

cc: CC, ATUC, Jaffa.

SUBJECT :- Municipal Workers - Municipal Corporation
of Hebron.

REFERENCE: - Your I/LAB/22/47. of 17.7.47.

I have the honour to refer to your above mentioned
letter and regret to learn that even the Chief Secretary "is
not prepared to intervene in the matter".

2 As far as we can understand from the point of view of

the administration of Government, there must be some Head of a
Department who is not only prepared but who hagfintervers in

cases concerning other departments under his supervision and control
I am, moreover, wondering now why has the Bssistant District
Commissioner at Hebron always participated in our negotiations

with the Mayor if he has not been in a position to intervene

in matters of this nature.

D I should alsomlike to add that Government has always
intervened in Municipal ceases of this natutre; and, thus, I
can see no reason whatsoever for Government not inftervening in
this particular case.

4, At any rate, I am not interested who is in a position
to intervene. But I believe, and I am sure you will ageee with
me, that there must be some sort of authority to whom this
dispute must be raised; and I shall, therefore, be glad if you
will kindly let me know who could this authority be.

I remain,Sir,
faithfully yours,

m/s@:*gh/

DEPUTY SECRETARY.
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lugust, 1947.
Chief Secretary, , ~
Government of Palestine. T\( dL ey 47
el
. \ Lo
] { — g
2 L r ’
( SWUBJECT:= Municipal Workers - Municipal Corporation
‘ of Hebron.
s
/_ I revert to my letter to you of even number dated the
18th. -u}y, 1147: with regards to the above subject, and shall
very much sppreciate it if you will kindly let me have a reply
to same by no please, e

l.”"."t /IN_

[ remain,Bir,

— dbl i
faithfully yours,

=V i

WE L s
DREDITTY ORETARY
i | LA ANL o




1/LAR/22/47 /| August, 1947.

District Commissioner,
Jerussalem District. @‘\

I am directed to ’ﬁer to your letter
5/116/1 of the 10th s 1947, eddressed
to the Secret.ry, Areb Trade Union
Congrecs, in connection with the
dismissal of lsbourers by the Munieipal
Commiceion of Hebron and to inform you
that the Director of Lebour is prepared,
to cerry out en investigation into the
facts of this cese and to make such
recommendations which mey appesx
desirable.

R I em to enquire whether you have
any objection to the Director of Labour
esrrying out the proposed investiggtion.

(I. M. BRIN)
for CHIEF SECRET:RY.







I/LAR/22/47 ! august, 1947.

8ir,

g

I am directed to fer to your
letter ATUC/J/12 of 18th July,
1947, regerding former employees
of the Hebron Municipel Corporstion
end to inform you that the matter
is receiving attention.

I am, 8ir,
Your obedient gervent,

(x.M. Brin)
for A/CHIEF SECRRT.RY.

Deputy Secretory,
Arsb Trade Unioan Congress

Po o. B.wzg
JRRUE.LEM.

MR, ZANDER
C
6.8.47
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DISTRICT COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE,

el \'.' ‘g\
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No.. 5/116/1 te o \’\> = JERUSALEM DISTRICT,
X X Ly JERUSALEM.
\ N \}:I m v.v
> 2 2
‘9 ) August, 1947.
._Jgﬁ ;Lsr ’

ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY. [;2)

I have to referf to your letter No.l/Laz/22/uL7
dated the 11th of August, 1947, on the subject of the
dismissal of certain persons in the employ of the Hu-
nicipal Commission of Hebron and to inform you that
the conditions demanded by the Secretary of the Arab
Trade Union Congress on behalf of the municipal sca-
vengers would have involved the Municipal Commission
in an increase of expenditure which it was in no way
able to meet, To have yielded to the increase in sa-
laries asked for, which were reasonable as compapred with
the local scale of wages in Hebron, would have upset the
ma jority of the Municipal staff which would not have been
content to see scavengers drawing largerg salaries then
themselves, At the same time while negotiations bstween
the Municipal Commission and the representative of the
Arab Trade Union Congress were in progress it was made
clear that all the other conditiona regarding holidays
with pay, sick leave with pay, uniforms, equipment, ete.,

would be put into effect.

2e The representative ol the Arab Trade Union Con-
rress refused, however, to accept any compromise as a
solution and, Tfor the reasons already guoted above, The
iunicipsl Commission had no alternative but to dismias
the scavengers ard to mzke arrengements for the work
préeviously performed by them to be put ont to contract.

3. In the circumstances I see no reason for the
Department of Labour to carry out an investigation into
| the facts of this case, aslthough any attempt by the
X staff of the Department to mediate between the lunici-
pal Commission and the scavengers would be welcomed by
me,

. G. Dalgleish
ACTING DISTRICT COMMISSIONER
JERUSALEM DISTRICT.







Mr, Zander
Mr, Brin

GA \ \'\

o L

1/LAB/22/47

|9 september, 1947.

A/Director,
Department of Labour.

I am directed to refer to the sclf-

explanatory enclosures to this letter, regard-
the dismissal of seavengers by the Muniel-
Commdssion of Hebron.

2. Iti- to nm:;s:gon to m with :h-
on wade A/Dis oner
cm or.

() T B T B

3. I further invite attention to my letter
to the Arad Trade Union Congress of which a
copy is also enclosed.

(1,4, Brin)
for A/CHIEF SECRETARY,

Copy to: District co-unomt

Jerusalem Digtrict, (with ref, to
his lotter No,5/116/1 of 25.8.47).







Mr; Zander
MI" . dl‘i n
GA

1/1AR/22/47 _
I9 B.pw. 1%70
stz (O
I am dipected to pefer to your
letter W'ma of 4 18th July, 1947
regarding the diemissal of scavengers by the

Manieipal Commission of Hebron and to in-
form you that the Aeting Direcotor, Depart-
ment of Labour iz prepared to have an

investigation made into the facte of this
m;amu-bwumutm:

2, I am to st you to make suitable
errangements with the Department concerned.

I Sir
Your o;:&unt' servant.

( I.M,. Mn)
for A/CHIEF SECRETARY.

Dq:.:g Secretary,

Trade Union Congress,
PoOo’o w”p
Jerusalem,
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"3(, Tne/p# November, 1947.

4 \
The Director Lem
Department of Labour.

Copies to: , Chief Secretary,

/" Government of Palestine. \aﬂ“}
General Secretary,
CC, ATUC, Jaffa.
Dear Sir,

Subject:- Termination of Employment - Hebron
Municipal Workers.

ROf'CO. = YO\II‘ V/60| Of 28.9.4?o

I have the honour to refer to your above men-
tioned letter and regret that, although over a month has
slapsed on its date, nothing has as yet Deen received by
me in further reference thereto.

2. I do not deem it necessary to re-remind you of
the very, very long period of time which this case had
already taken; but I do deem it so to make it clear that
it is most rediculous that such a simple, clear case case
takes such a long time to be sedtled.

3. Kindly offer this matter ani exceptional inte-
rest and kindly let me know how it stands by now.

I aim, Dear :511‘,
faithfully yours,

bl

y4ﬁ. Shawriyeh
WHS/ DEFUTY SECRETARY




